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TO REASON AND TO SING 
The Editors 
Ours is not an age of heroes. Nor of faith. Nor of reason. It may be the 
era of technocracy, a label which at least distinguishes it from all antiquity. 
But like all ages, heroic, dark, or enlightened, ours makes its first obeissance 
to force. 
That words should be the instruments of power., the means to bully, 
brainwash, convert, sell, confuse, tempt, exasperate, divide- that is perfectly 
normal and probably always has been. Words take their wonted place 
alongside the arrowheads, the muskets, the nuclear devices, the data banks, 
the corporations, the research centers. 
If that is so, then a touching if not outrageously comical spectacle of our 
time is the proliferation of journals and books which advance no more or less 
serious aim than to reason and to sing. At first blush, this phenomenon argues 
something like faith- faith in rational man, in a coherent universe, in the 
redeeming power of the imagination at play. Indeed, reason and song are as 
far removed from weaponry as prayer is. Further, to perform any of these is 
to rejoice in something other, some independent principle of order; they are 
all disinterested activities, forms of play in which mind and spirit are detached 
from the ego, free of the constraint of circumstances. Still further, all are ways 
to personal redemption; their efficacy properly resides with the performer. 
The performer. He makes it all comical ... or darkly suspect. Pure song, 
pure reason, pure prayer tend toward disembodied form or ritual. But to 
publish, to invite strangers to witness the act of thought or imagination, to 
perform in public a deed of infinite loneliness- what is that but to provoke 
"dialogue" and "interaction," to "invite criticism," to "inform," to 
"persuade"? To go public is to enter the "marketplace of ideas," which is an 
arena, a place of combat. To reason and to sing out loud (and as loudly as 
possible to as many people as can be reached) may well be acts of attenuated 
aggression. 
If it is proper or needful to reason or sing with others, then the least 
violent modes are the oral reasoning of Socrates and the song of the 
communal feast. Not publication. Yet here we create a journal, a publication 
which we hope will be full of reason and song- that is, disinterested articles 
and an occasional poem or story. We hope the act demonstrates faith in reason 
and in the imagination. We sheepishly recognize that there is something more 
than a little humorous in these pretensions. We are a little afraid lest out of 
the very vanity of these pretensions we create another weapon. 
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